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 Boating season is finally here! Some of you have been enjoying being out on the wa-

ter for over a month now and some of us are hoping to have the boat floating by Me-

morial Day. Whatever your situation it is a great time of year.  

Your Squadron is staying very active and just completed a successful kickoff to Na-

tional Boating Safety Week on Saturday, 22 May at the Green Bay Boat Ramp at the 

mouth of the Fox River. Thanks goes to Geoff Matze  for organizing and coordinating 

the event with the Coast Guard Auxiliary; Wayne Dunbar  for setting up our GBSPS 

information booth; Leo Loeb  for handling the flare shoot and Jack Schulze  and his  

crew of VSC examiners for having a tremendous day conducting Vessel Safety checks. It was a great oppor-

tunity to liaison with members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  We are following up by inviting their members to 

our summer picnic on June 9th. 

I hope to see all of you at the picnic, it promises to be a good time. 

Our Squadron lost a long-time member on April 30, 2010 when Past Commander Hal Hoops , JN passed 

away. Hal was a member for 46 years and had been very involved in teaching Piloting and Advanced Piloting. 

Even though Hal had some health issues the last few years, he remained active in the Squadron. He will be 

missed.  Hal is survived by his wife Fran, sons Harold III and David , daughter Barbara and 5 grandchildren. 

These new (and some not so new) members were officially sworn in by Commander Paul Struve at the 

Fitting-Out Meeting on April 23rd.  Left to right are:  Dara Flink S , Kay Adams S , Mural Adams AP , 

David Minerath and David Quimby .  Welcome to the Squadron! 
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SUMMER PICNIC WEDNESDAY JUNE 9th  

by Geoff Matze, AP   

This is the FFF Picnic - 

fun, fire and flares.  Our 
host will again be the 
Windjammers Sailing 
Club on Channel Rd. 
Suamico at 5:00pm.   
They will provide the 
grills and have pop and 
beer available for 
sale.  Please bring 
something to grill for 
yourself and family and 

a side dish or dessert to pass. 

Helping us with our safety event this year is the Suamico 
Fire Department who will have a live gas fire extinguisher 
demonstration.  This is an opportunity to train yourself in 
onboard fire safety.  This is a participatory event.  The 
Suamico Fire Department is bringing two sets of turn-out 
gear so that you have the opportunity to suit up and put 
out a real gas fire without burning yourself or your 
boat.  Please take advantage of this great training oppor-

tunity. 

If that is not enough hot stuff, we will again hold a flare 
shoot for additional hands-on safety experienceéthat we 
hope we will never have to use!  Please check your boat 
for outdated flares and the status of your fire extinguisher 

and bring any and all outdated flares with you. 

The Suamico Fire Department will be bringing one of their 
pumper trucks that will be available for tours for children 
and adults.  So bring the kids and/or grandchildren. The 
fire ring, extinguishers 
and supplies are provided 
by Vanôs Fire and Safety 
Inc. of Green Bay and the 
know-how and personnel 
are provided by the 
Suamico Volunteer Fire 
Department.  We appreci-
ate their contributions to 
this event.    Did I men-

tion there will be DOOR PRIZES?!? See you there! 


